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Parish Clerk: Mrs J Chester, Mapleside, Ashperton, Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 2RZ Tel: 01531 670036  

email: pixleyclerk@btinternet.com   website:- https://pixleyanddistrictpc.org.uk 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25th November 2019 
 

Present: 
Councillors K Bray (KB), Mrs J Cowell (JC), P Hawker (PH), A Mawby (AM), M Skittery (MS), S Swaithes 
(SS), Mrs M Thwaites and M Tristram (MTr)    
In Attendance 
Janet Chester – Parish Clerk  
Members of the Public: 3 

                
The Chairman Cllr Bray welcomed everyone to the meeting    
 
1. Apologies for Absence  
 
Cllrs K Davies, J Davenport and E Thompson (prior commitments) 
 
2. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 
Cllr Hawker declared an interest relating to agenda item 7a) ii planning application 193791 Dragon House 
as he is friends with the applicant  
Cllr Skittery declared a non DPI relating to agenda items 7a) i and7a) ii planning applications 193286 
Sawpit Orchard and 193791 Dragon House 
Cllr Swaithes declared an interest relating to agenda item 7a) ii planning application 193791 Dragon House 
as he is friends with the applicant. 
 
3. Councillor Vacancies  
 
The clerk advised councillors that there are still three vacancies on the parish council, one for Aylton, one 
for Munsley and one for Pixley. Councillors were asked to spread the word. 
 
  
4. Approval of Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 30th September 2019  
 
RESOLVED: The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 30th September 2019 having previously 
been circulated were APPROVED as true and accurate and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
5. To Receive a Brief Report from Three Crosses Ward Councillor, Mr Jonathan Lester 

 
Ward Councillor Lester Ward had forwarded his apologies but had sent through the following report:- 
 “The last main meeting of the administration was Cabinet on 24th October. The meetings are now held in 
the evening to attract more people however it was poorly attended with only two or three members of the 
public. 
The next cabinet will be held at 6.00 pm in Leominster. I made the point that Hereford, due to its central 
location is the best place to hold meetings. It makes no odds to me to travel to Leominster, however, 
councillors having to travel all the way from the south of the county may have a different view, and vice 
versa when it is held in Ross for those in the north. They replied that they are trialling it. Ashperton will be 
the second parish council meeting I have missed due to these evening meetings. 
On the cabinet agenda was items relating to corporate parenting, fostering and adoption and the use of 
reserves. 
At the corporate parenting strategy report, where the council focuses on its responsibilities for looking after 
children in care some of the progress was listed by Cllr Norman. I politely reminded them that these were 
steps forward taken by the last administration. I also pointed out that the progress report wasn’t explicit 
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enough about what steps staff are taking to recruit and retain social workers, which did sound encouraging 
once officers went into detail.  
With regard to the Fostering report I praised staff and carers because we do have a good service. I 
stressed that councillors in the past had been keen to focus on a few bad things and did not focus on the 
many achievements, this service being one of them. However, I warned that if the Council does not tackle 
the high look after children numbers then it will only put too much pressure on the fostering and adoption 
service and so things needed to improve. 
With the item on reserves I warned that these were funds that should be spent on unforeseen issues that 
arise from demand led services and the uncertainty around Brexit and funding from National Government. 
Our administration had been prudent and taken the prudent steps in increase reserves. I pointed out that 
the only way to replace them would be to burden the taxpayer; also a penny saved is a penny earned. 
In other news, with regard to the bypass I see it as a real positive that the Cabinet member for 
Infrastructure agreed with the wisdom of the Scrutiny committee to carry on with work concerning the 
bypass projects whilst they review the whole initiative. Whether that will continue remains to be seen.  
This week there is the next cabinet meeting with a packed agenda regarding the Better Care Fund, a 
programme regarding dementia care, and a programme to extend Marlbrook School in Hereford.  
On Friday I will be chairing the first of the scrutiny committees regarding the budget. Details of both of these 
agendas are on the Council website and they are well worth a read”.  
 
6. Public Participation Session for Local Residents to raise matters relevant to the Parish Council  
 
Local residents raised concerns about planning application 193286 Sawpit Orchard. They were pleased to 
see the changed siting of the stables further away from the residential area. However they raised concerns 
that the horsebox may be parked in the residents area and not the orchard, and were worried about the 
proposed site entrance and lighting having an effect on the adjacent dwellings. Residents felt that criteria in 
the previous application had not been met in this new application and wished to ensure that should this 
application be successful that a condition is applied that it remains an equine only enterprise and not a 
commercial one.   
 
7. Planning:  

 
a) Planning Applications Considered for Comment: (to be viewed online prior to the meeting) 
 

i.   193286 – Sawpit Orchard, Aylton, Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 2QH Proposed steel framed 
stable building to include 3 stables and store. 

         PC Comment: The Parish Council note that the previous recommendations have been taken on 
board by the applicant. However the Parish Council object to this application as it stands. We suggest 
using the other entrance to the site which would be better for highway access and visibility, the hard 
standing position and parking, drainage and the lighting of the area and have less effect on the 
residents at Aylton Court Barns. Also there is no indication on the application of where waste would 
be disposed.  

 
ii.   193791 – Land at Dragon House, Putley, Herefordshire Proposed change of use of former 

business premises to single dwelling including extension and detached garage. 
  PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections to this application. 

 
b)   Details of Decision Notices Received from Herefordshire Council – noted as per planning record  
 
** The public left the meeting** 

 
8. Finance:   

 
a)   To Decide Parish Precept Requirement for 2020/2021 
 
The finance group made a recommendation at the September meeting to keep the precept request at the 
same as 2019/2020 at £8580.   
RESOLUTION: The parish council agreed to request £8580. 
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b)  To Note Finance Report and Bank Balances 
 
Noted. Bank Balances as at 1st November 2019 current account £11007.98 reserve account £2814.07 

 
c) To Consider Payments of Outstanding Accounts  

 
           000487: The Cider Press – annual subscription - £300.00 
           000488: HALC – Annual fee for Website hosting & Domain Name - £66.00 
           000489: J Chester – clerk salary Oct/Nov as agreed plus expenses of £129.00 (defib pads and  
                         anti-virus 

               
All the above invoices were APPROVED for payment and the cheques signed 
    

9. Highways/Footpaths: 
 
a) To Receive Update on A4172 from the Highways Working Group. 
 
Members of the Highways Working Group met with Cllr John Harrington to discuss the A4172 highways 
issues further. They felt this was a useful meeting and that Herefordshire Council and Balfour Beatty 
representatives listened to the parish councils concerns. Cllr Harrington asked for local residents to send 
him their experiences of problems on the A4172.    
 
RESOLUTION: It was AGREED that a letterbox drop would be carried out ASAP by councillors asking 
residents to send their experiences to Cllr Harrington before Christmas.  
 
b) To Note any new Highway and Footpath Defects and work for the Lengthsman      
 
Cllr Thwaites had attended a footpath officers briefing from Balfour Beatty. She advised that any signs to be 
erected or replaced on highway verges would have to be done by Balfour Beatty as there may be services 
underground. A number of drains and grips are blocked by leaves and mud and need clearing. The drain 
and ditch by Birchall Cottages also need attention to prevent flooding of the property. 
 
RESOLUTION: The clerk will ask the lengthsman to tour the parish and clear any drain / grip of mud and 
leaves. A map showing the parish boundaries will also be sent to him. 
 
c) To Discuss Stock of Sandbags and Salt/Grit 
 
Around 50 more filled sandbags are required for stock. It was also felt that 100 empty bags should be 
obtained. The clerk will check if Balfour Beatty still supply these. The stock of salt/grit held is sufficient. 
 
RESOLUTION: The clerk was authorised to spend up to £200 on sandbags if Balfour Beatty are unable to 
supply them. 
 

10. Information Section / Correspondence / Discussion:  
 
a) To Discuss Siting of repaired Notice Board 
 
The clerk has approached Trumpet Garage about siting the notice board there but they declined due to 
visitor safety. It was suggested that the grass area at Pool End may be a possible site.  
 
b) To Discuss Trumpet Bus Shelter 
 
The clerk has received a reply to the FOI request to Herefordshire Council about the bus shelter advising 
that Herefordshire Council feel it is the parish councils property. However the parish council disagree and 
feel that it was installed by Herefordshire Council at the same time as the road was altered.  
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RESOLUTION: The clerk is to ask Cllr Thompson if he has proof that the shelter was installed by 
Herefordshire Council. 
 
c) To Discuss Oasis Lodges planning permissions 
 
The parish council still have concerns that some of the lodges at this property are being used as owners 
accommodation which the parish council believe has not received planning permission. 
 
RESOLUTION: The clerk will send to planning enforcement further documents to support our concerns and 
ask Herefordshire Council what was agreed with previous planning applications. 
 
d) To Discuss Upgrading Emails for Councillors and Clerk 
 
The clerk has experienced extreme difficulties for the last couple of months sending and forwarding emails 
from the PC BT email account. It is a problem BT are aware of and are trying to sort. It was felt that a new 
email address provider was required. The clerk had also spoken to HALC who advised it was not 
recommended for councillors to have individual parish council email addresses and that they would send 
advice across but this had not been received to date.  
 
RESOLUTION: The clerk will contact the parish council website technician for advise on a new email 
provider.  
 
e) To Review Information and Outstanding Actions  
 
RESOLVED reviewed and updated 
 

13.  Reports: To receive any reports from meetings attended 
 
Cllr Thwaites had attended a footpath officers briefing given by Balfour Beatty. 
The clerk has attended the HALC Conference and AGM where the theme for the day was Community.   
 

14.  Training: To note any forthcoming training dates  
 
HALC Training Diary for Winter / Spring had been circulated. The clerk urged councillors to attend training 
sessions to give them up to date knowledge to carry out their duties.  
 

15.  To Raise items for next scheduled Parish Council Meeting (no discussion)                       
 

- Bus Shelter                  - A4172/A438 Highway Speed         
 

16.  To Confirm Dates and Time of Ordinary Meetings           
         

RESOLVED All meetings to be held at Munsley WI Hall at 7.30pm unless otherwise advised 
                     
                    2020 – Monday 27th January, Monday 30th March, Monday 25th May  
 
The chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.55pm 
 
 
 
 

Signed:………………………………………………………………………..                     Dated: …………………………………  
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INFORMATION SHEET 
 

DATES OF SCHEDULED MEETINGS – (all held at Munsley WI Hall at 7.30pm unless advised otherwise) 
2020 – Monday 27th January, Monday 30th March, Monday 25th May  
PARISH CLERK UPDATE   

• Road defects reported to Locality Steward / Herefordshire Council via website 

• Website updated 

• Meeting arranged with Cllr Harrington Cabinet member for Highways and copy of all A4172 
correspondence sent to Cllr Harrington 

• Aylton Pond railings need reinstalling after a RTA - reported to Balfour Beatty CAS733500 B6Y4H2 

• 2020-2021 Draft Budget prepared 

• Oasis Lodges copies of planning permissions requested from Herefordshire Council  

• Cider Press article forwarded  

• New Defibrillator Pads purchased and fitted into defib at Trumpet Garage as current ones expired 

• Residents compliment about Aylton Railings workmanship forwarded to Balfour Beatty 

• Balfour Beatty chased ref flooding issues particularly on A417 between Trumpet & Ashperton 

• Balfour Beatty – grit bins and salt for parishes 

• Newsletter subscribers emailed ref reporting A4172 experiences to Cllr Harrington 

• Blocked drains at Little Marcle reported CAS737711 B8G0J6 11075480 41218856 

• Flooding on A417 reported CAS738754 M5F4W4 11075990  
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED & CIRCULATED (* Circulated to Cllrs.) 

• Balfour Beatty – Weekly Locality briefings *  

• Balfour Beatty – Herefordshire Road Closures Oct & Nov * 

• Balfour Beatty – PFO Briefing 23rd October Invitation * 

• Balfour Beatty – Slides form PFO Briefing 23rd October * 

• Herefordshire Rural Hub – Oct & Nov newsletters * 

• Herefordshire Council – PC Summit 20th September workshop notes & h.trees week information * 

• Herefordshire Council – Travellers Site DPD Adoption * 

• Herefordshire Council – Climate Change The Great Collaboration * 

• Herefordshire Council - Hereford Transport Package & South Wye Package Decision * 

• Herefordshire Council – Budget 2020-21 and Corporate Plan Consultation * 

• HALC – Training Diary *    

• HALC – AGM & Conference *                                                                  
OUTSTANDING ACTIONS - These are the consolidated actions outstanding after the last meeting:-  
Oct 18     7.2      Clerk          ongoing       Monitor Condition applied to 182203 Newbridge Farm for footpath diversion 
Oct 18     9.4      Clerk          ongoing       Keep Old Pickling Plant on agenda every six months 
Mar 19     10.5   Clerk          ongoing       Report inadequate road signs at Falcon Lane / A438 CAS5735686 G0Q8T5                 
                                                                11074530 41217077 
July 19     11c    Clerk          reported       Footpath LM4 Hereford Trail blocked by crop – reported to Balfour Beatty    
                                                                 CAS733497 F5S2B0 11073680 
July 19     11c     Clerk        reported        Vegetation obscuring numerous road signs reported to Balfour Beatty locality  
                                                                 steward emailed 
July 19     12b     Clerk      Complete      Clerk to contact the Nest / Trumpet Corner re siting of Parish Council Notice  
                                                                 Board 
July 19     12c     Clerk       Complete       Clerk to send FOI request asking for copies of Risk Assessment Reports  
                                                                 undertaken on Trumpet Bus Shelter 
July 19     12g      Clerk     Complete       Clerk to produce GDPR email circulation form and obtain councillors  
                                                                  signatures for consent  
 
 
PLANNING RECORD – (last six months) 
192114/AM Haygrove Falcon Lane Ledbury Herefordshire HR8 2PY Proposed non-material amendment to planning permission 
DCNE2009/0425/F(Retention of polytunnels upon fields H, M, P, Q, R, W, X and Z together with the partial removal of polytunnels 
from Fields F, G, I, K, L, M, Q, X and Z; and a comprehensive landscaping scheme for the whole site) - to add a condition which 
relates to the approved plans (as listed in informative no. 4 of DCNE2009/0425/F) 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION – GRANTED 11.7.19 
192043 – Barn at Alderbrook Farm, Little Marcle HR8 2LB – (Prior Approval) Notification for prior approval for a proposed 
change of use of an agricultural building to a dwelling house (Class 3) and for associated operational development. Creation of a 
one smaller and three larger dwellinghouses. PC Comment: The Parish Council have no comments to make 
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HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED 30.8.19 
191923 – The Laddin Farm, Little Marcle, HR8 2LB (Retrospective Application) The installation of exhaust flue associated with 
the operation of a biomass boiler. PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections. 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: 
191962 – Tompion, Munsley, HR8 2SH Proposed ancillary annex accommodation PC Comment: The Parish Council support this 
application 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: GRANTED 4.9.19 
192311 – Holly Dene, Baregains Lane, Little Marcle, HR8 2JU Removal of condition 2 of Outline application 1760/77 (bungalow) 
and condition 1 of Reserved matters application 0891/79 (Contruction of bungalow and garage). To allow removal of agricultural 
occupancy restriction. PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: REFUSED 1.10.19 
P192867/XA2 Land off Roman Road, Newbridge, Aylton, Ledbury Application for approval of details reserved by condition 4&5 
attached to planning permission 184486. Hfd Council not accepting comments on this application. 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: GRANTED 11.9.19 
P192960/XA2 Newbridge Farm Park, Aylton, Ledbury, HR8 2QG Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 3&4 
attached to planning permission 182203. Hfd Council not accepting comments on this application 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: 
184146 Green Gables, Hereford Road, Ledbury, HR8 2PZ Conversion of the Forge to residential use and extensions to include 
glass link, first floor extension and dormer windows, Change of use of land to residential curtilage.  
PC Comment: REFUSED 9.9.19 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: REFUSED 9.9.19 
191983 Knapp Farm, Pixley, Ledbury, HR8 2QB Proposed extension of two existing concrete yards with two attenuation ponds to 
capture and slow surface run off. The proposed would create two bunds along the boundary to reduce noise of existing activities to 
neighbours. This may benefit neighbours by moving activities further away from neighbouring houses. We offer to relocate the pond 
to a better place of more significant nature value if necessary. The proposed would re profile the area under the poly tunnels to lose 
the spoil from the pond and yard excavations. This is shown on the cross section drawings and the submitted plans with levels. 
PC Comment: The Parish Council request further information on concerns they have 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: 
192496 & 192497 Trumpet Inn, Trumpet, Ledbury, HR8 2RA Proposed fire escape from managers upper floor accommodation, 
freestanding handrails / guardings across flat roof and alterations. 
PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: Granted 12.9.19 
192466 - Mayfields Bungalow, Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 2PZ Erection of a timber deck complete with   handrails, 
balustrades and access stairs to the rear of the property. The proposed works replaces the concrete steps from a previous planning 
application (July 2015) Retrospective  
PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: 
192692 Priors Court, Aylton, HR8 2QE Proposed single storey extension to widen existing wing of the building. Changes to 
downstairs internal layout.  
PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: GRANTED 5.11.19 
ION: 
192840 Green Gables, Hereford Road, Ledbury, HR8 2PZ Proposed revised access.  
PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: 
192944 Trumpet Cottage, Trumpet, Ledbury Proposed replacement dwelling, new garaging and change of use of curtilage to 
provide additional parking space for garage and car sales  
PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: GRANTED 5.11.19 
193286 – Sawpit Orchard, Aylton, Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 2QH Proposed steel framed stable building to include 3 stables 
and store. 
PC Comment: The Parish Council note that the previous recommendations have been taken on board by the applicant. However 
the Parish Council object to this application as it stands. We suggest using the other entrance to the site which would be better for 
highway access and visibility, the hard standing position and parking, drainage and the lighting of the area and have less effect on 
the residents at Aylton Court Barns. Also there is no indication on the application of where waste would be disposed.  
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: 
193791 – Land at Dragon House, Putley, Herefordshire Proposed change of use of former business premises to single dwelling 
including extension and detached garage. 
PC Comment: The Parish Council have no objections to this application. 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL DECISION: 
 


